Report on the fatal pursuit of
Dion Martin on 31 May 2008

INDEPENGDENT POLICE CONDUCT AUTHORITY

INTRODUCTION

1. On the night of 31 May 2008, 18-year-old Dion Martin crashed his Mitsubishi
Mirage car into trees on State Highway 14, Dargaville, following a short Police
pursuit. He died instantly.

2. As required under section 13 of the Independent Police Conduct Authority Act
1988, the Police notified the Authority of the pursuit. The Authority conducted
an independent investigation. This report sets out the results of that
investigation and the Authority’s findings.

BACKGROUND

Summary of events

3. At approximately 10.35pm on 31 May 2008, Constable A, the sole occupant of a
uniformed Police patrol, saw the Mitsubishi coming over the Northern Bridge
on Grey Street, Dargaville.

4. The officer did a u-turn, with the intention of conducting a random breath-test
of the driver. After seeing the Mitsubishi go through a stop sign, and clocking
the Mitsubishi’s speed at 79kph in a 50kph zone, he activated his lights and
siren, did another u-turn, and followed the car as it accelerated along Jervois
Street and onto State Highway 14.

5. Constable A radioed the Northern Communications Centre (NorthComms) to
advise it of a ‘failure to stop’ and that a pursuit was being commenced, but
could not get through. In the meantime, he followed the Mitsubishi, at speed
reaching up to 180kph, for approximately 700 to 800 metres.

6. On his third attempt, the officer got through to NorthComms and advised that
he had commenced a pursuit, giving his location and direction of travel and
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stating that the car was travelling too fast for him to identify its registration
number. He then advised: “He’s lost it Comms, he’s lost it...".

7. The operator gave the following warning required under the Police pursuits
policy: “If there is any unjustified risk to any person you are to abandon pursuit
immediately. Do you understand?”

8. The officer acknowledged the pursuit warning and asked for on-duty sergeant
as the car he was pursuing had crashed.

9. The Mitsubishi had lost control on a bend, crossed onto the wrong side of the
road and crashed into a road sign, two large trees, and a post-and-wire fence.
An ambulance was called. On its arrival the driver of the Mitsubishi, Mr Martin,
was declared dead.

10. The pursuit lasted for approximately 31 seconds from the time Constable A was
able to call it in. The officer estimated that when he got through to
NorthComms his car was almost half way between the point where he started
pursuing and the crash scene.

11. Constable A reported that his speed reached 180kph on the latter part of the
straight. Just before entering the bend where the Mitsubishi crashed, his speed
was either at 163 or 165kph.

12. A witness estimated that, at the time of the crash, the officer's car was 300
metres behind the Mitsubishi.

13. Apart from the pursuing police patrol, no other vehicle was involved or
damaged and no other person was injured as a result.

Mr Martin

14. Mr Martin’s identity was not known during the pursuit.

15. He had a full driver's licence and had no history of criminal or traffic
convictions.

16. A friend later stated that she, Mr Martin and another friend had together
consumed 30 bottles of beer between 5pm and 10pm and that she had taken
his car keys from him as she considered that he was “pissed”. He later
retrieved his keys and did a burn-out as he left her house.







