Report on a fatal pursuit in Timaru
on 9 February 2008

INDEPENGDENT POLICE CONDUCT AUTHORITY

INTRODUCTION

1. At 3.35am on 9 February 2008 a Mitsubishi Galant crashed near Timaru
following a Police pursuit. A passenger in the car, 18-year-old Vianne Shead,
later died in hospital from injuries she sustained in the crash.

2. As required under section 13 of the Independent Police Conduct Authority Act
1988, the Police notified the Authority of the pursuit, and the Authority
conducted an independent investigation. This report sets out the results of that
investigation and the Authority’s findings.

BACKGROUND

Summary of events

3. At approximately 3.17am, in Church Street, Timaru, the Galant carrying six
people was being driven by an 18-year-old male who was one of two
registered owners.

4. A Police officer saw the Galant leave a carpark and activated the lights of his
marked patrol car with the intention of stopping the car and breath testing the
driver. The Galant initially appeared to pull over but then sped off. The officer
advised the Southern Communications Centre (SouthComms) of a ‘failure to
stop’ and that he was commencing a pursuit. He then activated the patrol car’s
siren.

5. The pursuit lasted for approximately 17 minutes over a distance of 26
kilometres. The occupants of the Galant later said that they told the driver to
stop when initially required and had also repeatedly pleaded with him to pull
over during the pursuit. He refused. The pursuit ended in a rural area when
the driver lost control on a sharp bend (marked 35kph) and the car left the
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road, went over a 15 metre bank and landed upside down in a field. At this
point the patrol car was about a kilometre behind. The pursuing officer had
lost sight of the Galant and did not realise it had left the road.

6. One of the occupants of the Galant rang for an ambulance. The ambulance
service advised Police of the crash. Vianne Shead, who had been lying,
unbelted, across the legs of the three rear-seat passengers, died at Timaru
Public Hospital from the injuries she sustained. Another passenger sustained a
serious neck and a shoulder injury; one sustained a moderate eye injury; and
three suffered minor injuries.

7. The driver was charged with manslaughter, five charges of reckless driving
causing death or injury, and failing to stop for red and blue flashing lights. He
was convicted and discharged in relation to the failing to stop charge. The
other charges have yet to be heard.

Relevant factors —pursued vehicle, pursued driver, road, conditions

8. The Galant was found to have no mechanical defects that would have
contributed to the crash. It had a current warrant of fitness.

9. A breath test determined that the pursued driver, who had a restricted licence,
had 150 micrograms of alcohol per litre of breath — the legal limit for a driver
of his age. Since he was not over the limit, he was not charged with a drink
driving offence. According to the pursuing officer, the Galant was being
driven at speeds between 90 and 150kph in the 100kph area and between 80
and 90kph on the outskirts of Timaru, a 50kph area.

10. The roads over which the pursuit occurred largely had good surfaces (sealed
secondary rural roads) but did at times include shingle roads. There was no
street lighting but the weather was fine, dry and clear and there was no traffic.

LAWS AND POLICIES

Police pursuit policy

11. The Police pursuit policy requires an officer who commences a pursuit to
undertake a risk assessment. This involves consideration of a range of factors,
including speed and other behaviour of the pursued vehicle; traffic and
weather conditions; the identity and other characteristics of those in the
pursued vehicle; the environment; and the capabilities of the Police driver and
vehicle. The officer must then determine whether the immediate need to







